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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5510

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Senate Human Services & Corrections (originally sponsored by
Senators Stevens, Hargrove, Swecker, and Shi n)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 25/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to notification in dependency matters; and addi ng
a new section to chapter 13.34 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 13.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) After entry of a dispositional order pursuant to RCW 13. 34.130
ordering placenent of a child in out-of-honme care, the departnent shall
continue to encourage the parent, guardian, or custodian of the child
to engage in services and maintain contact with the child, which shall
be acconplished by attaching a standard notice to the services and
safety plan to be provided i n advance of hearings conducted pursuant to
RCW 13. 34. 138.

(2) The notice shall be photocopied on contrasting paper to
distinguish it from the services and safety plan to which it is
attached, and shall be in substantially the follow ng form
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| f you have not been mai ntai ning consistent contact with your child
in out-of-home care, your ability to reunify with your child may be
jeopardized. If this is your situation, you need to be aware that you
have inportant legal rights and nust take steps to protect your
i nterests.

1. The departnment of social and health services (or other
supervi si ng agency) and the court have created a pernmanency plan for

your <child, including a primary placenent plan and a secondary
pl acenent plan, and recomendi ng servi ces needed before your child can
be placed in the primary or secondary placenent. |f you want the court

to order that your child be reunified with you, you should notify your
| awyer and the departnent, and you should carefully conply with court
orders for services and participate regularly in visitation with your
child. Failure to pronptly engage in services or to maintain contact
with your child may lead to the filing of a petition to term nate your
rights as a parent.

2. Primary and secondary permanency plans are intended to run at
the sane tine so that your child will have a permanent home as quickly
as possible. Even if you want another parent or person to be the
primary placenent choice for your child, you should tell your |awer,
the departnent, and the court if you want to be the secondary pl acenent
option, and you should conply with any court orders for services and
participate in visitation wth your child. Early and consistent
i nvol venent in your child' s case plan is inportant for the well-Dbeing
of your child.

3. Dependency review hearings, and all other dependency case
hearings, are legal proceedings wth potentially serious consequences.
Failure to participate, respond, or conply with court orders my | ead
to the | oss of your parental rights."
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